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Welcome to the Korematsu Coyote Newsletter 
by Abigail Birungi & Shurui Li 

Hello Korematsu Coyotes!! We are excited to do a Monthly Newsletter that the Student Council 
worked very hard to put together for you! This is the January Newsletter so it will have a Winter 
Wonderland theme! I hope this Newsletter will bring you a little joy in your day! We will be 
sending out a newsletter every month and we have an assortment of articles that we hope you’ll 
enjoy that range from book recommendations to recipes. Stay Safe! 

 
THIS MONTH’S TOP STORIES 

Fred T. Korematsu Day~ January 30th 
by Abigail Birungi & Caiden Bissell 

 
 Our school is named after Fred T Korematsu, a Civil Rights Activist 
who fought for what’s right, hence, our school is a social justice school 
that believes all people should be treated with respect and have equal 
opportunities. 
   Mr. Korematsu had finished high school and became a welder for the 
military, but when Pearl Harbor was bombed by Japan the government 
decided to take Japanese people out of the military. They assumed that 

since they were of Japanese descent they would spy for Japan. That’s why Mr. Korematsu and 
many other Japanese American people lost their jobs. But this was not the end, not even close. 

Japanese Americans were beginning to be taken to Assembly Centers, which were places 
where Japanese Americans were temporarily taken to before they were taken to concentration 
camps, but Mr. Korematsu knew that wasn't right, so he began to plan. 

Korematsu had planned to move to Arizona (or Nevada depending on who you ask), but 
before he could leave he was arrested by the FBI because he had violated the War Department's 
Exclusion order. Korematsu was taken to the San Francisco county jail. On September 8, 1942 Mr. 
Korematsu was sentenced to five years probation and was taken to the Tanforan Assembly Center 
in San Bruno, a former horse racing track that was turned into an Assembly Center. Soon 
Korematsu and his family were taken to an incarceration camp in Topaz, Utah. 

Fred T. Korematsu spoke up. He even got his case to the Supreme Court in 1944,  but lost 
his case. Although not everyone agreed with him, he was right and ahead of his time. In his older 



life after getting released from the camp in Utah he moved to Salt Lake City,  Utah where he still 
fought strongly against racism. Mr. Korematsu found a job to work as a welder, but a couple 
months on the job he found out that his white coworkers were getting paid double the amount 
that he was getting paid. Mr. Korematsu told his boss that it was unfair and asked to be paid the 
same amount so it would be fair, but his boss just threatened to get him arrested just for being 
Japanese. He decided to quit his job. Later he moved to Detroit where he met and married his wife 
Kathryn Pearson in 1946.  

Forty years later Mr. Korematsu went back to court with help of Aiko Yoshinaga-Herzig, 
Peter Irons, and Dale Minami to seek an acknowledgment that the Supreme Court had upheld Mr. 
Korematsu’s conviction based on factual error. He wanted the government to admit that they 
were wrong and do something about it, so what happened would never happen again to any 
American citizen of any race, creed or color. United States District Judge Marilyn Hall Patel 
reversed the conviction and held that the internment orders were unconstitutional.  

On October 1, 1993 President Bill Clinton offered a presidential letter of apology to 
internees and their families. And, in 1998 Fred T. Korematsu received the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor for his work in the Civil Rights movement for 
Japanese Americans.  
 
References: 
❏ Ron Briley (2020). Korematsu, Fred Toyosaburo. 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/history/us-history-biographies/fred-korematsu  
❏ Karen Korematsu and the Korematsu Institute (didn’t list the date), Fred T. Korematsu. 

http://www.korematsuinstitute.org/fred-t-korematsu-lifetime  
❏ Fred Korematsu All American Hero (2011). Anupam Chander, Madhavi Sunder. 

 

How to Stay Active at Home 
by Luciana Brusca 

Here are some ideas on how you can stay active while you are at home: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

❏ 20 jump lunges 
❏ 50 jumping jacks 
❏ 1 minute of of ski jumps 
❏ 10 sit ups or crunches 
❏ Go for a walk or jog 

❏ 1 minute plank (start small) 
❏ 30 second side plank ( on each side) 
❏ 10 Jump squats 
❏ Ride your bike 
❏ Play your favorite game outside 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/history/us-history-biographies/fred-korematsu
http://www.korematsuinstitute.org/fred-t-korematsu-lifetime


RECIPES 
Delicious Banana Bread Recipe 

By Jessie Walker 
Ingredients: 

● 3 very ripe bananas, peeled (about 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 cups mashed) 
● 1/3 cup melted butter, unsalted or salted 5 tbsp 
● 1 teaspoon baking soda 
● Pinch of salt 
● 3/4 cup sugar (1/2 cup if you would like it less sweet, 1 cup if more sweet) 
● 1 large egg, beaten 
● 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
● 1 1/2 cups of all-purpose flour 

Directions: 
1. Preheat the oven to 350°F (175°C), and butter a 4x8-inch loaf pan. 
 
2. In a mixing bowl, mash the ripe bananas with a fork until completely smooth. Stir the melted 
butter into the mashed bananas. 
 
3. Mix in the baking soda and salt. Stir in the sugar, beaten egg, and vanilla extract. Mix in the 
flour. 
 
4. Pour the batter into your prepared loaf pan. Bake for 50 minutes to 1 hour at 350°F (175°C), or 
until a tester inserted into the center comes out clean. 
 
5. Remove from the oven and let cool in the pan for a few minutes. Then remove the banana bread 
from the pan and let cool completely before serving. Slice and serve. (A bread knife helps to make 
slices that aren't crumbly.) 

How to make French Toast 
Submitted by: Luciana Brusca 

❏ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htvRUoTqmG4 

   
CRAFT IDEAS 

Paper Roll Snowmen 
By Lucy Spang 

What you need: 
● toilet paper rolls or kitchen paper rolls (you can buy paper craft rolls online) 
● white paper or white paint 
● colored paper (orange is a must for carrot nose) 
● black marker 
● scissors 
● Glue 

Step 1: 
Cut the white paper and glue it around the paper roll. Alternatively you can also paint the paper 
roll white. Cut a strip of colored paper for the scarf and a carrot shape out of orange paper. 

https://www.amazon.com/Wilton-Recipe-Right-Medium-Baking/dp/B000FT1F6Y?psc=1&SubscriptionId=AKIAIACUHNFKBC6LGOMQ&tag=equipmentwelove-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=2025&creative=165953&creativeASIN=B000FT1F6Y&tag=recipenote-20
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DhtvRUoTqmG4&data=04%7C01%7Cdcurtaz%40djusd.net%7Cec7a822ffb7c4eaddc4708d8b1bf77f9%7Cffeaaba7f17b4005868826a67d89300a%7C1%7C0%7C637454783212189559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fMB7d3nLt%2B1mdmqlkUHCyk12Z%2B2KArdvQAClW5uRZmo%3D&reserved=0


Step 2: 
Wrap the strip of paper around the paper roll (just above the middle).Glue together to make a 
scarf. 
Step 3: 
Draw eyes, mouth and buttons with a black marker. Glue on orange carrot nose. 

All Done! Good Job! 

Climbing Ink 
by Isla Robertson 

 

This is a cool craft you can find in the 

book 50 science things to make & do 

 

 

 
BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

By: Emily Hayden 

TK-1st Grade Book Recommendations: 

❏ Piggie and Gerald Books by Mo Williams 
❏ The Pigeon Books by Mo Williams 
❏ Amelia Bedelia by Herman Perish 
❏ Goodnight Moon by Margeret Wise Brown 
❏ Pete the Cat by James Dean and Eric Litwin 

Book Review 
By: Luciana Brusca 

The  title of the book is called The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart. This 
is a story about a girl named Coyote Sunrise and her dad who live in an old school bus. Coyote’s 
grandma calls her and tells her that the park by her old house is being demolished. This was the 
very same park that 5 years ago, her mom and sisters had buried a treasured memory box in a hole 
before they died. Now without her father knowing their destination, they travel 3,600 miles across 
the country to find the memory box. Along the way, they pick up all sorts of interesting people 
(and animals) and have adventures on their journey to retrieve the memory box. 
 
If you want to listen to it on Overdrive here's the link: 
https://djusdca.libraryreserve.com/10/45/en/ContentDetails.htm?id=1D57D929-90A4-492B-BA
28-62A5554CA34E  
 
 

https://djusdca.libraryreserve.com/10/45/en/ContentDetails.htm?id=1D57D929-90A4-492B-BA28-62A5554CA34E
https://djusdca.libraryreserve.com/10/45/en/ContentDetails.htm?id=1D57D929-90A4-492B-BA28-62A5554CA34E


 

   Winter Word Search 
By: Lucy Spang 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Korematsu Elementary School 

B Z E D W C C Y Q B K P 

F V L A O U Q W J P T G 

I O R P D U O E C E N Z 

C M O V Z H Z I K I Z S 

Z E K Y T E K A Z S T K 

S C C B V S L E B P A C 

C Z J W Q F E B C W H O 

A H L Z W R U V R M G S 

R S W O F L U N O Y S T 

F O N K V W Q X W L W A 

C S Q N E W O N S H G M 

I X K P A V T L N J R S 

COLD HAT SNOWFLAKE 

FREEZING SCARF SOCKS 

GLOVES SNOW WARM 
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